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Unit/Lesson Title 
 
Lesson Plan Title: Winter Holidays Around the World 
Book Title: Milly and the Macy’s Parade 
Book Author: Shana Corey 
Book Illustrator: Brett Helquist 
 
Content Area(s) and Grade Level(s) Social Studies / Kindergarten and 1st Grade 
Unit Goal Culture/Ethnicity; Multicultural; Family Relationships; Immigrants 
Lesson Objective(s) 
 
1. Students will understand that most winter holidays are special in different 
ways. 
2. Students will study the origin and customs of several winter holidays such 
as Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and the Winter Solstice. 
3. Students will create their own individual holidays that celebrate someone 
or something that is important to them based on their values, principles and 
beliefs. 
Florida Standards: 
 
  
SS.K.A.2.3 Compare our nation’s holidays with holidays of other cultures. 
Assessment: (Pre and Post for units only) 
 
1. Students complete a Venn Diagram to show the differences and 
similarities of two of the winter holidays discussed in class. 
2. The completed poster of their created holiday. 
 
 
Motivating Activity/Anticipatory 
Set/Access Prior Knowledge: 
 
1. Use pictures of a Menorah, Kinara, Advent wreath, Christmas tree. Hold 
them up and have students discuss what they know about the specific 
object. 
2. Complete a KWL Chart as a class.  (K: What I Know, W: What I Want to 
Know, L: What I learned). Complete only the K and the W parts of the 
KWL Chart. 
3. Read book: Milly and the Macy’s Parade 
 
 
 
Procedures: 
 
 
1. Introduce and define key vocabulary using word cards: winter, holiday, 
customs, values, principles, culture, Menorah, Kinara, Advent wreath, 
Winter Solstice, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, Christmas. 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closure:  
 
2. Use previously created word cards. Give students word cards and have 
them work with partners to look up definitions to the word on a device. 
Students share their definition with the class. 
3. Ask the students to think of various customs and traditions associated 
with different winter holidays. Write their answers on a chart paper. 
4. Have them fill in the Winter Holidays Chart with a partner. Use chart 
provided below. Students will place the different holidays on the chart 
based on the different traditions associated with the holiday. 
5. Discuss Winter Holidays Chart and the differences between the winter 
holidays. 
6. Tell the students they are responsible for creating a new holiday 
celebrating something or someone that is very important to them. 
Students may include illustrations. They must include: 
Why their holiday is meaningful. 
What people can do to celebrate their holiday? 
Songs, games, or food that will be associated with their holiday. 
7. Display the students' holiday descriptions/posters on a “LET’S 
CELEBRATE” bulletin board in the classroom. 
 
Closure: Finish the KWL Chart. Complete the L part of the chart with 
students. 
 
 
Materials: 
 
• Pictures of a Menorah, Kinara, Advent wreath, Christmas tree 
• Drawing paper or posters 
• Scissors 
• Crayons, markers, color pencils 
• Book: Milly and the Macy’s Parade 
• Winter Holidays Chart 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
 
 
Winter Holidays Chart 
All of these holidays have special traditions and historical significance that make them important 
to the people that celebrate them. Put each holiday in the column where it belongs. Some 
holidays may belong in more than one column. 
KWANZAA 
CHRISTMAS 
HANUKKAH 
WINTER SOLSTICE 
On these holidays… 
One may 
have a 
large 
feast or 
meal 
One may make 
or hang 
decorations 
One may 
get dressed 
in a 
costume 
One may have 
parades and 
sometimes 
fireworks 
One may 
sing 
special 
songs 
One may 
give 
someone a 
gift or card 
One may 
light 
candles 
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
                     
 
